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On the money

Re-reading the financially focused novels of Jane Austen

IAN SANSOM

nyone”, wrote Virginia Woolf in
A Room of One's Own, though of
counse she didn’t mean “anyone”
but “me”. “who has the temerity
to write about Jane Austen is aware of [twa]
facts: first, that of all great writers she is the
most difficult to calch in the act of greatness;
second, that there are twenty-five elderly gen-
tlemen living in the neighbourhood of London
who resent any slight upon her genius as if it
were an insult (o the chastity of their aunts.”
Times have certainly changed: chaste aunts
these days are about as rare as a Bob’s your
uncle and the twenty-tive elderly gentlemen
living in the neighbourhood of London who
are now millions worldwi
who will happily sbuse you on Twitter. We're
all Janeites now: and if you're not, look out. In
2 world - o usc & phrase that might usefully
serve as the introductory voice-over 1o the
trailer for any receni Austen adaptation’

inglorious and fame is the only guarantee of
value or quality. posterity has proved her
worth. (Auden was right, as he was

by posterity she’s read”) Which is why, like
wany writers before and since - obscssed with
the mechanics and econonics of reputation
formation - Virginia Waolf was fascinated as
much by Austen’s fame as with her work. Ina

review in 1922 of a collection of Austen’s
curly writing, Love and Freindship, Wooll
opined that

Al over Enland for the past tenor e
the reputation of Jane Austen has been accumu-
Tating o top of us like . .. quilts aud blankess.
“The voices of the clderly and distinguisbed, of
1he clergy and the squierarchy. have droned in
unison praising and petling. capping quotations,
telling little anecdotes. raking up little facts

. Sothey pile up the quils and counterpanes
untid the comfort becomes appressive, Some-
thing must be done ahout it

The metaphorical quilts and blankets of the
squicrarchy and the elesgy have now become
the films, the television series, the line uni-
form and cullectors editions, the appalling

‘paperback editions, the fan fiction, the mugs,

the ornaments. and indeed the actual quilts,

blankets, fleeces, snugglies, slippees, dressing
sowns and pillow cases that are all_part
th

sttt

Cor
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Alustrations by H. M. Brock and C. E. Brock to Sense and Sensthility, Pride and Prejudice, Mansfield Park, Emma, Northanger

complex
devoted to the perpetuation of the memary of
our dear Jane (or in Henry James’s formla-
tion, “their “dear, our dear. everybody's, dear
Jane™), There are in fact now s many books
onthe Austen phenomenon that they are them-
sclves u phenomenon  from Eckart Voigts-

Among the Janeites:
A journcy through the world of Jane Austen
fandom (2013) by Deborah Yaffe, and
Maggie Lane’s pitch-perfect Growing Older
with Jane Austen (2014), abook with atitle so.
brilliantly targeted at its intended audicnce
e m»ﬂl amend Alan Coren’s old joke

Virchow’s perfectly
Beyond: Britisic heritage retrovisions since
e mid-1990s (2004) and Beatrice Batiaglia
and Dicgo Saglin's Re-Drawing Austen:
Picturesque ravels in Austentand (2004), 1o

guaranteed to sell being
mm ‘golf, cats and Nazis, to golf, cats, Nazis.
and Jane Austen.

“It is possible to say of Jane Austen”,
acconding 1o Lionel Trilling, writing back in

Abbey and Persuasion, 1898

the 19505, " perhaps one can ay of no other
writer, that the opinions which are held of her
work are almost as interesting, and almost s
important to think about, s the work itsclf.”
Almost. These days it might be possible for
someone 1o spend their entire time studying

 thinking sbout the many blogs and social
i posts devoted 10 Austen without ever
having to study or think shout Austen herself

~indeed, some PhD student at Poppleton is
doubtless doing so even now, So, tweet me.
“Jane Austen” his e ifics of such

high semiotic intensity, possessing such
incredible power both within and outside the
academy that ithas finally become the ultimate
fiction: money. As if she weren't already ubi-
quilousenough, youcan now find Jane lurking
in your pocket, on the £10 note, and also on
commemorative £2 coias. When the new £5
noles were secently released, & small number
were engraved with a special Austen micro-
‘portrail, making each fiver, according (o the
Daily Mai, and my mother, worth approxi-
h
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IAN SANSOM

nyone”, wrote Virginia Woolf in
A Rooms of One’s Own, though of
counse she didn’t mean “anyone”
but “me”. “who has the temerity
to write about Jane Austen is aware of [twa]
facts: first, that of all great writers she is the
most difficult to calch in the act of greatness;
second, that there are twenty-five elderly gen-
tlemen living in the neighbourhood of London
who resent any slight upon her genius as if it
were an insult (o the chastity of their aunts.”
Times have certainly changed: chaste aunts
these days are about as rare as a Bob's your
uncle and the twenty-tive elderly gentlemen
living in the neighbourhood of London who
might resent you are now millions worldwi
who will happily sbuse you on Twitter. We're
all Janeites now: and if you're not, look out. In
a world - to usc a phrase that might uscfully
serve as the introductory voice-over 1o the
trailer for any receni Austen adaptation’

inglorious and fame is the only guarantee of
value or quality. posterity has proved her
worth. (Auden was right, as he wars sbout most
things. in “Leller to Lord Byron”: “She wiute.
them for pusterity, she said; / *Twas rash, but
by posterity she’s read”) Which is why, like
wany writers before and since - obscssed with
the mechanics and economics of reputation
formation - Virginia Waolf was fascinated as
much by Austen’s s with her work. Ina
review in 1922 of a collection of Austen’s
curly writing, Love and Freindship, Wooll
opined that
Al over England fos the pastten or wenly y
the reputation of Jane Austen has been accumu-
Tating o top of us like . .. quilts aud blankess.
“The voices of the clderly and distinguisbed, of
1he clergy and the squierarchy. have droned in
wnison praising and petting. capping guolations,
telling Tittle anecdotes. raking up little facts
- So they pile up the quilis and counterpanes
unil the comfort becomes oppressive, Some.
thing must be done ahout it
The metaphorical quilts and blankets of the
squicrarchy and the elesgy have now become
the films, the television series, the line uni-
form and cullector’s editions, the appalling
‘paperback editions, the fan fiction, the mugs,
the ornaments. and indeed the actual quilts,
blankets, fleeces, snugglies, slippees, dressing
gowns and pillow cases that are all part

ey Sk s wiell.”
o
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A the Janeites:

of the acad complex
devoled to the perpetuatian of the memory of

tion, “their “dear, our dear. everybody's, dear
Jane™), There are in fact now s many books
onthe Austen phenomenon that they are them-
selves 2 phenomenon — from Eckart Voigis-

A journcy through the world of Jane Austen
fandom (2013) by Deborah Yaffe, and
Maggie Lane’s pitch-perfect Growing Older
with Jane Austen (2014), abook with atitle so.
brilliantly targeted at its intended audicnce
that one might amend Alan Coren’s old joke

Virchow’s perfectly
Beyond: Britisic heritage retrovisions since
e mid-1990s (2004) and Beatrice Batiaglia
and Diego Saglia's Re-Drawing Austen:
Picturesque ravels in Austentand (2004), 1o

about ! guaranteed to sell be:
about golf, cats and Nazis, to golf, cats. Nazis
and Jane Austen.

“It is possible to say of Jane Austen”,
acconding 1o Lionel Trilling, writing back in

Abbey and Persuasion, 1898

writer, th;
work are almost as interesting, and almost s
important to think about, s the work itsclf.”
Alimost. These days it might be possible for
someone 1o spend their entire time studying
and thinking shout the many blogs and social
mediz posts devoted 10 Austen without ever
having to study or think shout Austen herself
~indeed, some PhD student at Poppleton is
doubtless doing so even now. So, tweel me.
“Jane Austen” hias hecome a signifier of such

TLS JULY 21 2017

high semiotic intensity, possessing such
incredible power both within and outside the
academy that it has finally become the ultimate:
fiction: money. As if she weren't already ubi
quilousenough, youcan now find Jane lurking
i your pocket, on the £10 note, and also on
commemorative £2 coias. When the new £5
noles were secently released, & small number
were eagraved with a special Austen micro-
‘portrail, making each fiver, according (o the
Daily Mai, and my mother, worth approxi-
‘mately £50.000. Thus, men and women up and
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by posterity she’s read ) Which is why, Il
wmany writers before and since — obsessed with
the mechanics and economics of reputation
formation - Virginia Woolf was fascinated as
much by Austen’s fame as with her work. Ina
review in 1922 of a collection of Austen’s
culy writing. Love and Freindship, Wooll
opined that
Allover England for the past ten or venty years
the reputation of Jane Austen has been accumu-
Tating o top of us like . .. quilts aud blankess.
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1he clergy and the squierarchy. have droned in
‘unisan praising and petting. cappin quotations,
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untid the comfort becomes appressive, Some-
thing must be done ahout it
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squicrarchy and the elesgy have now become
the films, the television series, the line uni-
form and cullectors editions, the appalling
‘paperback editions, the fan fiction, the mugs,
the ornaments. and indeed the actual quilts,
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A the Janeites:

of the complex
devoled to the perpetuatian of the memory of
our dear Jane (or in Henry James’s formla-
tion, “their ‘dear’, our dear. everybody's, dear
Jane™), There are in fact now s many books
onthe Austen phenomenon that they are them-
selves a phenomenon — from Eckart Voigis-

A journcy through the world of Jane Austen
fandom (2013) by Deborah Yaffe, and
Maggie Lane’s pitch-perfect Growing Older
with Jane Austen (2014), abook with a title so
brilliantly targeted at its intended audicnce
that one mighl amend Alan Coren’s old joke

Virchow

about guaranteed to sell being

Beyond: Britisic heritage retrovisions since
the mid-1990s (2004) and Beatrice Batiaglia
and Diego Saglia's Re-Drawing Austen:
Picturesque travels in Austentand (2003), 1o

about golf, cats and Nazis, 1o golf, cats. Nazis
and Jane Austen.

“It is possible to say of Jane Austen”,
siccording to Lionel Trilling, writing back in

Abbey and Persuasion, 1898

the 19505, " perhaps one can ay of no other
writer, that the opinions which are held of her
work are almost as interesting, and almost s
important to think about, s the work itsclf.”
Almost. These days it might be possible for
someone 1o spend their entire time studying
hinking sbout the many blogs and social
i posts devoted 10 Austen without ever
having to study or think shout Austen herself
~indeed, some PhD student at Poppleton is
doubtless doing so even now. So, tweel me.

high semiotic intensity, possessing such
incredible power both within and outside the
academy that ithas finally become the ultimate
fiction: money. As if she weren't already ubi-
quilousenough, youcan now find Jane lurking
in your pocket, on the £10 note, and also on
commemorative £2 coias. When the new £5
noles were secently released, & small number
were engraved with a special Austen micro-
‘portrail, making each fiver, according (o the
Daily Mai, and my mother, worth approxi-
h

“Jane Austen” hiss be fies of such
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IAN SANSOM

nyone”, wrote Virginia Woolf in
A Rooms of One's Own, though of
counse she didn’t mean “anyone”
but “me”. “who has the temerity
to write about Jane Austen is aware of [twa]
facts: first, that of all great writers she is the
most dificult o catch in the act of preatness;
second, that there e twenty-five elderly gen-
tlemen living in the neighbourhood of London
who resent any slight upon her genius as if it
were an insult (o the chastity of their aunts.”
Times have certainly changed: chaste aunts
these days are about as rare as a Bob’s your
uncle and the twenty-tive elderly gentlemen
living in the neighbourhood uf London who.
might resent you are now millions worldwi
who will happily sbuse you on Twitter. We're
all Janeites now: and if you're not, look out. In
a world - to usc a phrase that might uscfully
serve as the introductory voice-over 1o the
trailer for any receni Austen adaptation’
hiopic/retelling - in which the mute are always
inglorious and fame is the only guarantee of
value or quality, posterity has proved her
ht, as he was about most

wany writers before and since - obscssed with
the mechanics and econonics of reputation
formation - Virginia Waolf was fascinated as
much by Austen’s fame as with her work. Ina
review in 1922 of a collection of Austen’s
curly writing, Love and Freindship, Wooll
opined that
Al over England fos the pastten or e
the reputation of Jane Austen has been accumu-
Tating o top of us like . .. quilts aud blankess.
“The voices of the clderly and distinguisbed, of
1he clergy and the squierarchy. have droned in
wnison praising and petting. capy
telling Tittle anecdotes. raking up little facts
... Sothey pile up the quilts and covnterpanes
unil the comfort becomes oppressive, Some.
thing must be done ahout it
The metaphorical quilts and blankets of the
squicrarchy and the clesgy have now become
the films, the television series, the line uni-
form and cullector’s editions, the appalling
‘paperback editions, the fan fiction, the mugs.
the ornaments. and indeed the actual quilts,
blankets, flecces, snugglies, slippees, dressing
gowns and pillow cases that are all part
of the academic-entertainment ~ complex
devoted to the perpetuation of the memory of
our dear Jane (or in Henry James’s formla-
tion, “their “dear, our dear. everybody's, dear
Jane™), There are in fact now s many books
onthe Austen phenomenon that they are them-
selves 2 phenomenon — from Eckart Voigis-
Virchow's perfectly serious Janespotting and
Britisit heritage retrovisions since
the mid-1990s (2004) and Beatrice Batiaglia
and Diego Saglia's Re-Drawing Austen:
Picturesque travels in Austentand (2003), 10
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the truly cpiphenomenal Among the Janeites:
A journcy through the world of Jane Austen
fandom (2013) by Deborah Yaffe, and
Maggie Lane’s pitch-perfect Growing Older
with Jane Auste (2014), abook with a title so
brilliantly targeted at its intended audicnce
that one might amend Alan Coren’s old joke
about the ks guaranteed to sell being
about golf, cats and Nazis, to golf, cats, Nazis
and Jane Austen.

“It is possible to say of Jane Austen”,
siccording to Lionel Trilling, writing back in

Abbey and Persuasion, 189

the 19505, " perhaps one can ay of no other
writer, that the opinions which are held of her
work are almost as interesting, and almost s
important to think about, s the work itsclf.”
Alimost. These days it might be possible for
someone 1o spend their entire time studying

A thinking shout the many blogs and social
i posts devoted 10 Austen without ever
having to study or think shout Austen herself
~indeed, some PhD student at Poppleton is
doubtless doing so even now. So, tweel me.
“Jane Austen” hiss become a signifier of such

TLS JULY 21 2017

high semiotic intensity, possessing such
incredible power both within and outside the
academy that it has finally become the ultimate:
fiction: money. As if she weren't already ubi-
quilousenough, youcan now find Jane lurking
i your pocket, on the £10 note, and also on
commemorative £2 coias. When the new £5
notes were secently released, a small number
were eagraved with a special Austen micro-
‘portrail, making each fiver, according (o the
Daily Mai, and my mother, worth approxi-
‘mately £50.000. Thus, men and women up and
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exploited middle classes,” there is no pro-
pagandist note in the first half of the book;
it is merely a statement of facts and figures,
together with photographs and word-pictures
of the conditions under which about twenty
million of our fellow country men and women
are living to-day.

It is that figure which first brings the reader
up with a sense of shock. We have grown
used to hearing the words * two million un-
employed.” Two million unemployed means
two million men on the register ; and there are
many not eligible for the register at all; their
dependants bring the number up to at least
six million people living on unemployment
pay or public assistance. That is, six million
with never enough food or warmth, clothing,
cleanliness or comfort. Having shown us by
word and photograph painful pictures of the
unemployed scrabbling on slag heaps for bits
of coal the size of thimbles, of families broken
up to evade the working of the Means Test,
of men driven by their boredom to ill-
natured tale-bearing to prevent fellow-
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imagine such places without visual help to
one’s imagination. He shows houses with walls
and roofs leaking, with the nearest sanitary
accommodation seventy yards away, with
windows not made to open in living
rooms ten feet square that accommodate
a whole family with its cooking range ; houses
crawling with insect pests ; houses where over-
crowding is so bad that, as he puts it, each
human being has less spaee for living than is
afforded by a public lavatory. Many
thousands of such houses have been con-
demned for years in different districts, but
they cannot be evacuated until alternative
accommodation can be found. And that is
still lacking. .

In the second part of the book Mr. Orwell
offers his solution to the problems he has
presented. To him Socialism is the only
salvation. He admits the difficulties ; he is quite
frank about his dislike of Socialists and quite
sincere in his pity for theinsecure wealthy classes
and the harassed middle classes as well as for
the workers and unemployed. He has given,
in a few pages, one of the clearest and simplest
expositions of the Socialist case. It is a pity,
however, that sometimes his hatred of cranks
leads him to sweeping denunciations on purely
personal grounds. His two old gentlemen in
green shirts at an LL.P. Summer School may
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Find new topics or keywords and discover new connections found in the top results.
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There are two ways tc visualize below which words and subjects are

found most often in the text of your search results. Clicking on a topic wheel or hle narrows your original search results to the documents
also containing that subjecte

Visualization: ®Tiles OWheel

RESULTS FOR TOPIQ. BERNARD CRICK (10)

o

Pl Editor The road to 1984
Editor The road to 1984 The road o 1984 By Bernard Crick By Bemard Crick JEFFREY
[ — MEYERS A Readers Guide to Georc 2 Orwell 192pp Thames and Hudson 3 paperback il

JEFFREY MEYERS Editor George Orwell The Critical
[Nineteen Eighty-Four (Novel)] I'orwell, George]

Thornas Politics o
F!C“?T George Orwell
George Orwell George O well To the Editor To the Editor Sir Bernard Crick reviewer of

several books about G srge Orwell June 3 has not done his homework work The
influence of Zamyatins We on Orwell who read. ..

oS T e SRS ARSI, FHEM
e o Suefan
%éf‘% o Nl RN won Eap g S ?Jljdnu_.\*ﬂjCE?sg: iors June

cker [—— e i Ne oai

Lite
gg:“eall Farm  ciigam  gritain

T Caollins .

VWarburg James Cantury gorgn e Cument Orwel is nut an ahsurd and polemical ..

‘ - Wingste Fautaon [Orwell, George]

Prize | WCNm N Son
Owet = Public ) George Orwell
rzmaleen - Educaton Bara st nwm] ~ . )
four Crsicehat QUIZ SR prosism L To the Editor To the Editor George Orwell George Orwell Sir To speak of Isaac
Ei Novel - "":"6" Deutschers wild and unreflective words in the worst fradition of Stalin ad hominem abuse
Coming  soumsism [ gye e SMITH c,,m o | ] as Bernard Crick does Letters June 24 is... e

@ Help “) Reset

EMPOWER RESEARCH

26



I "I'og)ic Finder
PN =g 3

Visualization: @ Tiles | O Wheel

Visualization: OTiles @ Wheel

m\§|d
e C\eli
Q< o illiz
A
Revis,
e Eany Orwell
2% Sir] brn:
ric
\\‘\Qj‘f’/
¥ ,,&: er anc
Onowe arburg
S GALE : EMPOWER" RESEARCH

1w . Cengage Company



Term Frequency

g N e

B ZINEER FATELT
R IREERE P
MR, LUHMEREE
BHEER, A B
AR ERNFIAL RAY.

EMPOWER" LEARNING

- ¢GALE PRIMARY SOURCES The Times Lite wﬁ‘.@ =,

Search... Q

Advanced
Search

Term Frequency

View search results over time by entering a word or phrase, comparing multiple terms if desired.
By clicking on a point on the graph, retrieve search resulis for that year or, by clicking and dragging, select a time period to zoom in on.
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