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British Library Newspapers: Parts IlI-V in Focus

Introduction

British Library Newspapers is the most comprehensive digital collection of national and regional
newspapers from across the UK, making it a key resource for studying regional history. Introduced in
2008, the series has grown to encompass five parts, each building upon the other to form a formidable
resource for political, social and cultural research. The series spans 5.5 million pages with an
impressive 161 newspaper titles. Academic Advisor to Parts | and Il of the series, Dr Martin Conboy,
described the series as an ‘enormously rich’ resource, which has already proved of great value to a
range of scholars.

The British Library Newspapers series offers a range of research opportunities. While all parts
considered together form an unrivalled platform for corroborative research, focussing upon certain
parts in particular draws out the unique value of each. In this case, looking at Parts Ill to V emphasises
the additional depth which these parts bring to the series as a whole. More specifically, they broaden
coverage in lesser-known regions, such as areas in the north of England and Scotland. The topic of the
Scottish Highland Clearances, which took place from the late-eighteenth century and lasted well into
the nineteenth, draws out the utility of Parts Ill to V with its comprehensive coverage of titles from
across Scotland. Part V:1746-1950 alone doubles Gale’s coverage of the Scottish press: particularly
useful in this case are the titles published within the Highlands themselves: The Inverness Courier and
the John O’Groat Journal.
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The Fnberness  Courier,

AND CENERAL ARDVERTISER "
FOR THE COUNTIES OF INVERNESS, ROSS, MORAY, NAIRN, CROMARTY, SUTHERLAND, AND CAITHNESS.

Eshn A’ Groat Journal

{\]) “III.:I\. III\IIIII‘IR lllll CAITIINESS; SUTHERLAND, ROSS. ORKNEY, & ZETLANID.

British Library Newspapers is a vital enhancement to regional research, complementing Gale’s broad
coverage of the national UK press, with The Times, The Daily Mail, The Telegraph and others.

Case Study: The Highland Clearances of Scotland

A process which saw the (often forced) removal of peoples from their farmland in favour of sheep
farming, the ‘Highland Clearances’ date back to the eighteenth century. Great swathes of people living
in the Highlands in the far north of Scotland left their homes, some resettling elsewhere in the UK,
many others emigrating overseas. As the sheep arrived, so the people left; there was little need for so
many labourers with this new system of farming. Freeing up the land which was formerly lived on by
tenants and their families would mean more open space for the sheep.

The subject of the Clearances is not an easy one to deal with, given the controversy which still
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surrounds the process. For many, it marked the greed of landlords, eager to realise the profits of sheep
farming at the expense of their tenants, many of whom had lasting family connections to their land.
Others have pointed to the pressures of a rising population and even the weather, with a succession
of poor harvests and famine prompting people to move away from their homes.

By going back to some of the contemporary sources, the varying experiences of the Highland
Clearances can be seen and their impact measured. These sources show the importance of considering
a broad range of primary source material, with the examples selected below suggesting a largely
negative response to the Clearances from across Scotland.

The Highland Clearances: from within the Highlands

The inclusion of newspapers published within the Highlands themselves in British Library Newspapers,
Part V: 1746-1950 offers a significant enhancement to research on the Clearances. The Inverness
Courier (1817-1892) and John O’Groat Journal (1836-1872) are key sources; the pages of both titles
were regularly filled with pieces addressing Highland ‘destitution’ in one form or another.

The summer of 1845 was a time of particular prevalence for articles addressing the Clearances. One
reason for this may have been the recent attention given to the subject by The Times, which sent a
correspondent to Scotland to investigate the process. Two articles published in May and June 1845
respectively — one each from the Inverness Courier and John O’Groat Journal — made reference to the
Times correspondent.

The Inverness Courier expressed its delight that national attention was finally being diverted towards
the forced removals of peoples from their homes. It was optimistic that bringing the issue into the
spotlight would cause Parliament to reconsider the implementation of the Scottish Poor Law Bill, and
make it more effective at caring for the poor: ‘the circumstances which recent investigations have
brought to light will speak trumpet-tongued, and compel the legislature... to do justice to the subject’.

THE POOR AND THE “CLEARANCES™ IN TiE ‘The Poor and the “Clearances” in the Highlands’, The
HIGHLANDS. Inverness Courier, 28 May 1845. British Library
We endeavoured lately, in a series of articles, to show the Newspapers, Part V: 1746-1950

utter inadequacy of the provision made for the poor in this
part of the kingdom, and of their consequent destitution and
suffering, owing to the impossibility of applying a sufficient
remedy in the present defective state of the law. This sub-
jeet is now under diseussion by an able writer in the L b

who has just visited Ross-zhire, on purpose to invest|
state of the poor, and the threatened removal from g
sessions of a considerable number of small tenanta.

that the facts and arguments thus laid before the py
have the effeet of inducing our represcutalives in 1§
to give their serious consideration to the Scoteh I
bill, and to endeavour to make it effectual for accon|
the great ends which its promoters profess to hawy
templation. 'We suspect, and indeed have some reay
lieve, that the Lord Advocate's measure has been rel
by the Government not miore {rom a desire to iy
condition of the poor, than for the purpose, by doif
thing, of warding off the necessity, which the pressure|

opinion would probably soon impose upon them, of inf
a measure of a larger and more beneficial character|
the evil be but imperfectly treated now, the i
which recent investigations have brought to light
trumpet-fongued, and compel the Legislature, ere

sessions of a considerable number of smail tenauts. We trust
that the facts and arguments thus laid before the publie will
have the effeet of inducing our representatives in Parlizment
to give their serious consideration to the Scotch Poor-Law
bill, and to endeavour to make it effectual for aceomplishing
the great ends which its promoters profess to have in con-
templation. We suspect, and indeed have some reazon to be-
lieve, that the Lord Advocate’s measure has been resorted to
by the Giovernment not more from a desire to improve tic
condition of the poor, than for the purpose, by doing some-
thing, of warding off the necessity, which the pressure of pullic
opinion would probably soon impose upon them, of introducing

justice to the subject. The thunders of the Tim & measure of a larger and more beneficial character. Bu: if

“hushed on the moors,” but they will be recollcctervmrmeyr

plains of the Sassenach.
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Yet, in an extract which highlights the value of the regional element of newspaper research, the paper
was eager to furnish the Times report with further details. As a ‘local chronicler’, the Inverness Courier
was able to bring other examples to light which underlined the extent and scale of Highland
discontent. Specifically, it drew attention to the plight of the residents in the district of Glencalvie,
who were deemed unfairly treated with demands for higher rent and threat of removal.

severity or injustice. If it be true, however, as we arc assurcd
it is, that the present tenants of Glencalvie, and their fore
fathers, have been long there—that the rent of £5) is really
“a full rent’ for their farm—and that they owe no arcoar,
we cannot help regretting that it should have been thought o
all necessary to alarm and distress them by a process of reroval,

and a demand for a higher rent—more especially, secing tuu

‘The Poor and the “Clearances” in the Highlands’, The Inverness Courier, 28 May 1845. British Library
Newspapers, Part V: 1746-1950

The John O’Groat Journal, while similarly encouraged by the efforts of The Times to more fully examine
the Highland Clearances, was even more forceful in its denunciation of the process. This amounted to
nothing more than a ‘monstrous... exercise of landlordism’, characterised by the greed of Highland
proprietors eager to ‘improve’ their estates. Yet this was at the expense of the inhabitants of the land,
who had enjoyed, along with their forefathers, their properties for ‘time immorial [sic]’, making their
forced eviction a source of ‘physical and moral suffering’.

escaped public observation—lighland clearings —a pro-
vess by which proprictors of the Llighland districts of
Scotland improve their estates and incomes at the cost
of an amount of suffering, phiysical and moral, on the part
of those who, and whose ancestors, have inhabited their
propesties from time immorial, unparalieled out of (per-
haps in) Ireland. We have translerred to our columns

‘Highland Clearances’, John O’Groat Journal, 13 June 1845. British Library Newspapers, Part V: 1746-1950

Again, the scale of the removals is highlighted: it reports the removal of 15,000 people in the space
of nine years from the county of Sutherlandshire. With the resultant consolidation of the land only
compressing the population into ‘a wretched selvage of poverty and suffering’, the writer calls upon
the Times to prevent similar depopulation in Ross-shire.
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sheep.” All the effect Sismondi’s noble reclamation
produced was s laudatory essay on those very improve-
ments in the Quarterly Revieww! What is done cannot
be undone ; but the depopulation of Ross-shire, after the
fashion of Sutherlandshire, may be prevented ; and that
Prevention we cousign to the care of the Tines.—Atlas.

‘Highland Clearances’, John O’Groat Journal, 13 June 1845. British Library Newspapers, Part V: 1746-1950

Although we are only looking at a few selected examples, at this stage the sentiment towards the
Clearances emanating from within the Highlands was, perhaps unsurprisingly, overwhelmingly
negative. But what of the wider feelings towards the Clearances?

The Highland Clearances: from outside of the Highlands

The range of Scottish newspaper titles within the British Library Newspapers series means that there
is fertile ground for exploring how the Clearances were regarded elsewhere in the country.

In the county of Fife, situated far to the South of the Highlands, the matter of ‘Highland Destitution’
was frequently addressed in the pages of the Fife Herald. In the summer of 1845, for instance, it
published a lengthy editorial lamenting the forced removal of tenants from their land; it was a ‘cruel
spectacle’ to see them leave, ‘compelled to seek out for themselves and their children new
occupations and new homes’.

| .
all at once, and without 'L:'i:. 1sible plea 'l'-.'-l'l.-';.".‘!;l“
gave the aprice of their lan [lord, it adrift on the
. nd

L3 l compaeilod to s -0UL 10T Ll

their ehildren other ogcupations and over o

‘The Clearances of the Highlanders of Scotland’, The Fife Herald, 12 June 1845. British Library Newspapers, Part
V: 1746-1950

It was in little doubt that it was the greed of ‘heartless’ proprietors which was to blame. Their actions
were deemed an ‘inhuman despotism’ without justification than the wanton exercise of power. Not
until legislation prioritised the ‘happiness of the people’ would the situation begin to change.
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It is difficult to conceive anything more revolting to
every good and hamane fecling of our nature than this
inhuman despotism on the part of our privileged and
properiied gentry. That a landel proprietor who is
in possession of lands extending over half a county
should be permittel to exterminate, at pleasure, the
rural population, with no other plea than that a man
may do what he pleases with his own property, is a
state of matters that urgently calls for investization.
Such proseedings are not mora eulpable on the part
of proprietors than they are disgraceful to a profess-
edly civilized uation.

‘The Clearances of the Highlanders of Scotland’, The Fife Herald, 12 June 1845. British Library Newspapers, Part
V:1746-1950

However, the existence of a public meeting on the issue of Highland Destitution in Edinburgh eighteen
months later suggests that such a remedy was a long way off.

DESTITUTION IN THE HIGHLANDS.

A public meeting was held on Friday in the Music
Hall, Edinbargh, to take into eonsideration the present
destitation in the Highlands and Islands of Seotland. Long
before the hour of meeting, a nummber of the leaders of the
Free Church made their appearance, and sat down in the
body of the hall, amidst the loud and continued plaudits
of their adherents, who also appeared to be very numerous,

On the platform we observed, besides the Lord Provost
who filled the chair, the fullowing—amongst a great num-
ber of other gentlemen—the Provost of Leith, Lords Mur-
ray and Cuninghame, Baiilies Mack and Ritchie, Con-
vener Cushnie, Councillors Cruickshank, Calder, Robert-
son, and Clark, Sheriff Speirs, the Procurator of the
Established Church, Rev. Dr Clark, and Norman M¢Leod,
Dalkeith, Bishop Terrot, James Craufurd, Es%., Advo-
cate-Depute, J. G. Thompson, Esq., Rev. J. A. Campbell,
Rev. Dr Brown, Rev. Jonathan v\.%umm‘ James Monerieff,
Fsq., advoeate, Rev. Mr Robertson, Greyiriars, and Mr
Clark of Ulva. The Rev. Dr Muir having opened the
meeting with prayer,

‘Destitution in the Highlands’, The Fife Herald, 24 December 1846. British Library Newspapers, Part V:
1746-1950

With the Fife Herald addressing matters from outside of the Highlands, it provides a glimpse into the
broader perceptions of the Clearances. It claimed that Highland distress was a cause of sympathy
‘throughout the Kingdom’, giving a sense of the widespread concern that the Clearances bred among
contemporaries.

A snippet from the Stirling Observer, a newspaper located to the West of Fife, supports such a view,
describing the clearance system as ‘baneful’.
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Highland Clearances.—The Inverness Advertiser chro-
nicles more clearances on a SWeep ale
ful syetem is now being applied in Arisaig. The pro-
prietor on this picturesque spot

:E:!—?;itad one. The tenants were not a farthing in

No one of competent knowledge would dream

arrcars.

of converting these desolate districts, lying ex to
the sea as they are, intoa deer forest; and, turned
into one large sheep-farm, the return will be less thanit

formerly was.

weeping scale. The bane-

purchased it at Martin-
He is a keen sportsman. The case is a pe-

‘Scottish News’, The Stirling Observer, 20 April 1854. British Library Newspapers, Part Ill, 1741-1950

The article’s note that the Inverness clearances were ‘particularly bad’ is worthy of attention, implying
that the clearance system was uneven in its operation across the Highlands. Before categorising the
response to the Clearances both within and outside of the Highlands as universally bad, it should be
remembered that there were areas in which tenants were worse off than others. From the isolated
examples looked at here though, it is fairly conclusive that the response to the Clearances in the
localities looked at was largely negative.

The impact of the Highland Clearances

What is also noteworthy is the Stirling Observer’s publication date. Appearing in 1854, nine years after
the majority of the articles above, it gives a sense of the extent of the clearances, which was evidently
considerable. In fact, the wider impact which they had upon the people of Scotland emerges from the
pages of several newspapers.

Preuiixany MEEING 15 BERALY oF Titx Pook—
W e .

meeting “mhmm;u- sq..cw" Tuesdny,
- v
nm:d-u 1 n——iﬁﬁ

p/ Scotlund, nnd for

propriety of
protecting ﬁ;inn-n‘&-pw in i
: occurresce, mnd conse-
g:‘uu,ﬁd-ﬁnrmm mghludsl [ e
though not numerously, was very respectably sttended.
Aoy ﬁn-yn-.l{l'um -n‘:rmll ministers from
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from the meeting; and on
Fulhmn alluded to, Mr
ham, the Sheriff of

ve

meating having been n;ﬂud
nn secount of his
decision of

preve

As reported in the Dumfries and Galloway Standard in 1845, the suffering
of the poor in the Highlands was such that a meeting was held to consider
the formation of an association to ‘protect the interests of the poor in
Scotland’. It was especially keen to ‘prevent the occurrence, and mitigate
the consequences of, clearings in the Highlands’. That this meeting took
place in the Dumfries region, situated some 200 miles to the South of the
Highlands, once again underlines the far-reaching impact which the
Clearances had at the time.

‘Scotland’, The Dumfries
and Galloway Standard,
28 May 1845. British

; m% she occurrence; and miti the conse- Library Newspapers, Part
ﬁﬁauyww- quences, of clearings in the Highlands. e meeting,

""I:;:‘:’I!::dh;gl bt V.‘ 1746-1950
liecke 10 e vl though not numerously, was very respectably attended. e
iihate o Tl Among those present there were several ministers from
e s the north of Scotland—the Rev. Mr Carment of Ross-
gl ool o —te
nssocintion. It was sl
the Highland minisiers shosld e
evening sermons on Sabbath Gest, in ahl of the lee
s seaeeto g, e i Wi |
‘ednesdas,
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This can be further seen by the effect it had upon local businesses. As reported in the same newspaper,
draper and silk merchant John Webster was forced to hand over his business to a William Hunter on
his removal from the district. Webster’s legacy in the region was clearly deep-seated; he thanked the
residents for their ‘extensive patronage bestowed upon him during his long residence in Thornhill’.

P

JOHN WEBSTER,
DRAPER AND SILK MERCER,

N REMOVING from the District, begs to return
his'most sincere Thanks to the Public for the ex-
tensive Patronage bestowed on him during his long
residence in Thornhill; and he now intimates that he
has Disposed of his Siock and Business to Mr WiLLiam
HUNTER, who intends to carry on the Trade as formerly,
in all its Branches. He has also impowerad Mr Hunter
to receive the Qutstanding Debts due to him.

WILLIAM HUNTER,

In reference to the above, begs to intimate that he has
acquired Mr WEeBSTER'S Stock in Trade on very
favourable Terms; and, to make room for Spring Pur-

‘Advertisements and Notices’, The Dumfries and gllses, has resolved to offer th; en]tire Stock at such a

. eduction as must insure a speedy clearance. An Earl
Galloway Standard, 30 January 1850. British Call is therefore respectfully requested. ¥
Library Newspapers, Part V: 1746-1950. Thornhill, 24th Jan., 1850,

In similar vein, Stirling draper W. Laurie gave up his business in 1847. This did, though, mean the
promise of ‘bargains’ for locals; a vast reduction in prices had been enacted to effect as swift a
clearance as possible.

BARGAINS! BARGAINS!! BARGAINS!!!
GIVING UP BUSINESS.

“T LAURIE begs to intimate that, having resolved

o to relinquish the Ravamn Dearen Taapg, his
WHOLE STOCK smvst ni Soup Orr within a very limited
time, and in order to effect as speedy a clearanee as possible,
he has gone carefully over it, and reduced the Prices to such
an Extent as to be well worthy the attention of all Pur-
chasers. ‘Advertisements and Notices’, The

The Stock at present is large and varied, and a Lot of Stirling Observer, 15 April 1847.
SPRING GOODS have just come to hand, which are equally British Lib ’
vedtoad n Ditse. ‘ ritish Library Newspapers, Part Ill,
Vicrounsa Horuses, | 1741-1950

18, Baker Street, Stirling, |

— - « - - ——n

With such an extensive impact upon surrounding communities, it is perhaps unsurprising that hostility
towards the Clearances could overspill. This was the case in Kindeace, where Major Robertson’s
tenants expressed opposition of a ‘very formidable character’ to the prospect of forced removal.
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REMOVAL OF TENANTS—RIOTOUS
PROCEEDINGS.

‘We mentioned last week that considerable obstruction was
anticipated in the execution of summonses of removal
upon four of the tenants of Major Robertson of Kindeace,
on his property of Greenyards, near Bonar-Bridge. The
oppeosition turned out to be of a very formidable character.

‘Removal of Tenants — Riotous Proceedings’, The Inverness Courier, 6 April 1854. British Library Newspapers,

Part V: 1746-1950

When a police force of thirty men went to enact the Clearance, they were confronted by a group
consisting of some 300 people — nearly ‘two thirds’ of whom were women. The women armed with
stones, and then men behind with sticks, they were determined to resist the eviction summonses. Yet
after a short struggle, the police prevailed, enforcing the clearances upon the tenants in question.

In an attempt to purvey a balanced interpretation of events, the Inverness Courier then printed the
contrasting views of two correspondents. The first lamented the ‘impunity’ with which the local
residents behaved; the police force had been assembled in an orderly manner and were perfectly

justified in their undertaking:

e — — ———— —

were unavoidably hurt ; but if a whole countryside will rise
in rebellion to prevent three or four families from being re-
moved from their lots, or shifted from one part of an estate
to wne sympathy with the failure of such an at-
mg be mi The judgment and energy with
which Mr Taylor, the Sheriff-Substitute at Tain, plarnined and
conducted the present expedition, entitles him to the grati-
tude of every good member of society, and having been sup-
ported by a steady and resolute body of about thirty police-

‘Removal of Tenants — Riotous Proceedings’, The Inverness Courier, 6 April 1854. British Library Newspapers,

Part V: 1746-1950

The second correspondent took an opposing standpoint, highlighting the ‘severe manner’ with which
many of the women in the crowd were treated. It is claimed that many of these were attacked without
justification. Had more patience been exercised, the writer argued, a more peaceful outcome may
have ensued, since it was deemed completely unreasonable to displace tenants within forty days.
Even better would have been to simply do away with the ‘harrowing Highland Clearances’:

———— = e

a thirty year's purchase of the crofts at once. Could not
Lortly Advocate introduce some short measure that would

ur
do away with those harrowing Highland clearances.”
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‘Removal of Tenants - Riotous Proceedings’, The Inverness Courier, 6 April 1854. British Library Newspapers,

Part V: 1746-1950

It is worth remembering though that, no matter how bad the Clearances may have been, life still went
on as normal for many. In the Highland area of Braemar, for instance, the annual gathering of the
Deeside Highlanders took place as normal. Scores of people flocked to the region to witness the annual
games, with events such as hill races, hammer throwing and caber tossing all taking place.

THE BRAEMAR GATHERING.

s annual assemblage of the Doaside Highlanders, to
which the presence of Royalty in the district hns, for thess
two seasons, given additional eclat, took place on Thursd,

Inat, under the patronage of the Brasmar Highland Soeieln; Ca
ich a8 the usually quiet regions of Brag- | )

The sceno was s P 3 i
mar seldom witness. For two days previous, visitors wore
pouring into the village of Castleton, from all parts of the

Aberdeen contributed *lnrgoly to
flocked to the spot; and on Wed-
neaday night, lodgings were at o higher promium than rail-
sy serip in the mania of ™5, A bed, or & couch of any
Kiad, were things of very high id gnve as

5 mnding country.
gwell the numbers who

that covered the grounds—had o leasl
formed & fine contrast to the wild ;:Hﬂuﬁ;‘uti:rm, ]

ing scene.
.“ﬁ'ht next part of the

lumnd}

and
s trouble to many werthy peoplo aa they had f.
D themn case bofare. | A& By loft woald lane 1oy Eotr:
than the best MEmgs in the rillage would have done a fow
wrer ks before, and ba v
u:r:;m alternative to slecping under & bush in’ the

woods.

The morning was clondy,and themist that enveloped thy
mountains threatoned tozome down the vallay in t'luap:g:p:
of a shower, However, very fortunstely, as the day ad-
vanced, it becams oloar, and by the hour at which the

mes commenced, the sun shono ont with more brilliancy
Em ho lias been in the habit of exhibiting throvghout the

sammer.

The games took place on the grounds in front of the fine
old Castle of Mar, that stands in the centre of the doep
-nalley, like & golitary sentinel, keopinz wateh and ward on
the pass to the fasinesses of the hills, The mountains
towering in avery direction, with their rocky sides wooded
far down, breaking in silvan fringes, among the eultivatad
Delds, sud stratohing away to the water brink, formed a
reaguificent ampitheatre, Batter befitting the athletio sports
d‘:ﬂ. old Titans than those of even the gallant fallows who
bave their habitation among the hills,

The arrangements were similar to thoso of former yeara,
A ciroular arens, in which the games were to be contosted,
wras railed off on the lvwn;and on the esplanads fn front
of the Casile, which was laid witha t of the Farquliar-
mon tartan, was o dais, covered with tartan of the same
elan, for her Majesty and his Rn{’:\l Highness Prince Al-
bert, and & number of seats for the various distingnished
visitors who composed the parties of the chiefy of the gather-

ngm old Castle has long been untenantod, czeept for o
week or two this year and the I.:;i}:?wlnrn e Presence of a
company of the 03d Highlanders, brooght back to-it some
faint memoriul of tha warlike panoply of the old times, to
which it looks as if it had, In its day of pride, been more
aecustomed, than to the peaceful circumstances of the pre.
seot time.  Its halls—or rather the halls of its predecessor
on the same spot—had resounded to the warlike tread of

oid Seettish monarchs; and after centuries liave elapsed, '

wre again to b visited by the gentle presence of's Quoen,

Summary

bare beaches were regarded an o very sa- | real

]

expression of Dphl 2. J

performers, and it i
of the d:;:‘n'(nx. uml“hnw
dancer, tends to croats
There Is more rezard to
tho motions of the whale Lallo,
:u:ln‘u‘ilusio:! lam:’! than is tly onsistent with cither
b g vk shntrparsof e sy i
that of the musie of tho hills; bup:in‘:uol-:mrron i B

,' with the tempo di

ing of thumbs, which, unless'it be In the midst of 1, ge=
nerally gives ono o, I:’Ia:i.- opiaion. ur-m'e li-;ncerq! ::ﬁ;‘}z:t
the expense of that of his zood tuste, In tho mational recl,
. weover, whore every movoment.is an expression of mirth,

ag

Such gwoet sompulsion doth in m
L ;.u:hkrs el oy
nt mon's and handas have anatural; tomluncy. to_jo!
hinrmoniously in all mauner of odd ton\'u!‘ilona. thgru o‘&‘nls
be niothing more characteristie of the whandon of the mo-.
ment than the vivacity of the Highland fling; and much as
Scolch reels have fallen Into disrepute - whatever thoy lack
in art—however much thoy may come short of obher tftnm

| in graceful movement—bowever rnstie thev appest bosida tha

avivii e

u  Tossing of the eaber, running, and putting the stone, con-
il stituted the proceedings that foﬁowed, and in each the con-
i best was very keenly sustained.
o« 8l the successful com
i agility, and skill,

5 I The followinyg is a list of
etitors I the various fents of strength;
uring the day:-—

Parlt Reace.

1. Charles Cattanach, Aberairder.
2, Williain Leys, Aberairder.

Hill Reze,

1. Donald Macdonuld, Inveray,

ames Gruer, Tomanruham, Castleton.
3. Andrew Grant, Shepherd. Auchallater.
4. Chas. M*Intosh, Shevhers, Riedoroch. .
5, James Lamont, Shepherd. Baddocli.

‘The Braemar Gathering’, The Aberdeen
Journal, 12 September 1849. British
Library Newspapers, Part IV: 1732-1950

Collectively, the documents looked at above paint a picture of hostility and negativity towards the
Highland Clearances. Whether from within the Highlands themselves, or from elsewhere within
Scotland, it seemed that many interpreted the process as nothing more than a threat to the
established ways of life. The impact of the Clearances upon locals — socially, politically and
economically — would support this view.

The vastly differing opinions expressed in the penultimate example, however, offer a word of caution.
It clearly demonstrates that there was no ‘universal’ response to the Clearances; that they were a
complex, contested set of procedures. Of course, reactions to them were highly variant, dependent
upon a range of factors, not least social class.

Ultimately, the ability to explore all of these sentiments with Parts IlI-V of the British Library
Newspaper series offers a significant research tool. Having only scratched the surface, there is plenty
of room for further research into the Highland Clearances; with British Library Newspapers at the
fingertips of researchers, they have the perfect platform from which to do so.
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